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1T'S A FACT THAT TAIWAN IS ONE, IF NOT THE, CURRENT DRIVING FORCE BEHIND AIRSOFT MANUFACTURE
THESE DAYS, AND LUCKILY WE HAVE “A MAN THAT CAN" IN THE FORM OF STEWBACCA TO REPORT
MONTHLY FROM SOURCE! IN AN INDUSTRY THAT GENERALLY SEEMS WOEFULLY SHORT OF "CHECKS AND
BALANCES" HE NOW BRINGS IN A REPORT ON A TAIWANESE ORGANIZATION THAT COULD WELL SET THE
TONE FOR HOW IN-HOUSE REGULATION CAN LEAD TO BETTER RELATIONS WITH THE WIDER WORLD, AND

OPEN THE DOOR FOR SIMILAR MODELS WORLDWIDE!

nyone who's famiar with my earler beginnings

Trent University St
remember my level of activty on the likes of airsoft
forums and the amount of e and effor spent
conwersing. This was especially true regarding
oftechica 3nd ol aspacts of fveors and repka.
firearms poicy and culture in the face of the Violent
Crime Reduction AcUBll of 2007 ht to
outright outlaw anything remotely realistic imitation
feeasrlte vithout much knawiedae o though
towards the impact on what vias then, before the
growth of social media in particular, a fringe e riche
hobby of interest largely undertaken by a faty un-
dwverse demographic

1 began actively skirmishiny being in university
for a few years and having already collected gas
pistols for as long s | was legally allowed to buy and
own them, despite my mue's vehement disike of
all things gun related, given her upbringing in the
worst of the troubes in Northern ireland. | guess | was
fighting negativty from the outset

ck then | remember many a... heated

discussion. . on the likes of ASCUK forums and
whatnot, where | used to go by Mrd7" before |
eventually acquired the “Stewbacca' moniker (which
my parents insped, ironscally enough, calling
me  'Woakie' for my stature and the sound of
my yawning!). Many back then didn't necessarily

ways agree with what | said, but some nonetheless
complimented me on the manner in which | delivered
my thoughts... | guess it the rish in me leaning on

roots, or mums instilling of the fikes of
say anything nice, at least say it WELL
since then I've always tried 10 delfiver well-considen
and accurate information, which has continued into
my articles and reviews.
‘was, the fkes of equally passionate, but

perhaps better expenenced bodies of people such
as the United Kingdom Airsoft Retailers Association
(UKARA) and United Kingdom Airsoft Players Union
(UKAPU) helped to advocate effectively for out rights
10 continue doing our hobby and self-requlate ¢
flow of new imports and sakes of airsoft guns wi
legal defence or exemption for registered legi
airsoft skirmishers

nt Alrsoft Society) will no doubt

Nonetheless the advocacy and polical awareness
bug was already deeply rooted in me having

n fortunate enough to not previously have
much to complain about o feel affronted by in
regards 1o legislative shifts and negative public
opinions, misunderstanding, or outright intentional
mistepresentation for personal o political point
scoring, arsoft had already become of core interest
and importance to me and my matives all that time
ago

Soltwas when! moved 1o Tawan back in 2017,
e ths missve

increasing wealth of manfacturers based in the
(nm;\ala'nve?y smal island nation (apparently it now
accounts for 60% of the world's market share of a
vastety of airsoft or airgun products!) wis a massive
pull factor in my final decision making, and I'm sure
my life would be immeasurably different, and worse it
'd gone elsewheret Luckily | fell in love with the isiand
on my first visit, the rest was inevitable.

Casting your minds back to issue August 20205
issue 116 | wrote ‘Troubie in Paradise’; having already
engaged with the legal and poiitical landscape here as
a resuit of the then recent shifts in legistation which
were once again threatening fo haphazardly sweep
aside our interests in the vague name of the public

ind a feeling of safety and legisiative change

towards genuinely theeatening conversions of prop

model guns into live firing ones used for criminal
activity... it al sounded painfully familiar at the time
to the cries of the uninformed back in the UK about
the alleged (and obviously ludicrous) ease with which
realistic looking toys could be easdy reworked into
death machines by bad actors

Thankfully, again, advocacy geoups and the
strength of the resident manufacturng industry and
obvious commercial s, something the UK
largely lacked during its simdar experiences, helped
guide public and politicalinformation and educ:
10 prevent inadvertent negative impacting upon
the airsoft industry and community both locally and
internationally. Many in the UK at the time were
concerned gas blowback guns were about 1o be axed

o State:
These positive efforts at the
effected by not

ther ><nphyy|»\¢\nh»!v
ibering those making

egative goverr
perceptions of opinions of
here and everywhere

onakities I've discussed it

afforded by a whole host of mant
advocate for common sense

35 a result
me were

only protests by members of
the communiy and ndusy. but funded and

m\m] "but alo by the relativly new
soft & Airgun Association, the TWAAA

e world
on theme I've seen everywhere

‘entirely for being too realstic,
which is still 2 concern for many Us-
or distributors that imts their m,

The TWAAA was instituted in 2016 as

a result of the continued shifting political
landscape and somewhat indifferent o
nent,law entorcement

d
once again

ipproaches and posith
reforms 1o fireanms and related legisiation in Taiw

d public
ommuni

played and
o whole

3 born of resrctive Laws I8

o better enabie the hobby 10 be under
a5 v e contiouad dxcelencs snd kit
feacing design, development , marfactre,
sale and distribution domestically without
undhue mterference from the kocal
Buthorities or harassment of players due to
misunderstandings.

| had the pleasure of being introduced to
MI Wiky Zhang Baun, the present eade

TWAAA, during ter part of

201\ folowing theeasing m tions
and the assocation's continued efforts
B oform et educat vm public on our
act »d the indust

Towan trough the o

nearby dsused Shulin ¢
been used and redeveloped to some
extent to hokd public

relations ex
and product introductions as well a5
events for a myriad of different demographics.

This inchudes most recently the Christmas Day
ience Day which saw many local
mentaly handicapped children and adults get 1o enjo
using Nerf, gel biaster and airsaft quns in controlied
fifing range envirorvmes ocal industry partrers

plying the relevant equpment and infrastructure.
As well as working with the team who were brought

s wi

T RE
ENTH

my
1

T

FT

on from the old Camp 66 milltaria museur | vaited
4 fews years back which has since be 10
Close, al ae helping to administer the ste and run
the program there as well as make use of their Polaris
ck bugges 1o give people a taste of miltary
vehicles and experiences

Coupled with these events the last few years have
also seen many newcomers enjoy the

skirmishes, 10
ohe the pubic s beter e about

our actwities and present them in a more realistic and
less threatening manner and avoid misconceptions
a5 well s outright promote the community and its
benefits

Aside from these public relations efforts, the
TWAAA also operate as a legal consulting body
 terms of representing the industry and players
as a recognised body that can deal direct with
the government and local judical of legisi
departments 1o present no-nonsense cases and
formation to better inform polcy and legal changes
that protect both the country and its people, but aso

I recently had the priviege of finally answering Mr
Zhangt offers 0 st thew head offce ol fa from
where I'm based in Toipe happens to
be where many of the manufacturers ae based

ot placement for me, eh?), having rec
rounded ot a o o the arice work and oier
espansibities getting in my way as of late. The
O space s Acomet) with etk phoRogapts
and posters of ifferent partnered manufacturers and
retailers supporting the diferent positive aspects o
replica weapons, and even features a mini-museum
following the progression of the legal atmosphere
in Tawan with a timeline of important events
and changes in legisiation, There are aiso dsplays
informing visitors of the composition of various types
of airsoft or airguns, their methods of operation, and
most importantly a sensible approach to dassification
ased upon projectiles used and muzzle energies to
make it clear 1o pecpie not previously in the know
that ausoft Quns are very

urmey.
from the early era

of importing Japanese made Marui guns and the
loosening or abolition of overly restrictive laws which
were previously stfling the industry, and charts the
tise of some of the now world renowned major
manufacturers since these changes, as well as the
improvements in technologies and product ranges

ally. A long table down the centre
arger forms of
weapons such as assault rifles and sniper rfles, while
the sides have displays of pistols and other accessories,
as well as consumables or Supporting industres such

tacical o s well 5 torage and carage soktons,
while the end of the mini-tour addresses the aspects
of sporting and hunting use of air weapons with

KRF AR
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